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Marine Rescue Training 
 

Attention: Commanders, Secretaries and Volunteer Marine Rescue Members 
 
Actioned by: VMR members wishing to enrol into Marine Rescue Training  
 
Date:  18th January 2021 (updated 11th March 2021) 
 
Contact: Leanne Johannesen | Training & Community Programs Manager  
  E: ljohannesen@slst.asn.au 

M: 0447 287 847 
 

Summary This circular outlines the process for enrolling into Marine Rescue Training. Includes update to 
process for SLST Members enrolling in external training (Public).  

Strategic 
Goals 

• Provide quality lifesaving services across Tasmania to advance drowning prevention and 
lifesaving activities  

• Develop viable and sustainable SLSC’s and VMR’s 
• Value members by providing them with recognition, direction and support to enable them to 

build capacity 
• Optimise our resources and maximise the movement’s capacity to deliver our future goals  
• Provide high quality education and accredited training to our members and the community 
• Develop a culture where innovation thrives and is shared 

Key Strategies 1.5 Educate and train great lifesavers by ensuring they are kept appraised on best practices and 
procedures  
2.1 Provide members with a broad range of opportunities and pathways within the SLS 
organisation  
2.4 Provide enabler programs and resources for SLSCs and VMRs and their services 
2.5 Encourage and promote recognition of volunteers efforts to the wider community and 
external stakeholders 
3.6 Resources are sustainable to match operational delivery 
7.2 Provide clear educational and developmental pathways for members  
7.4 Provide lifelong opportunities for our members to be employable and develop valuable skills  
9.2 Provide our members with opportunities to connect with each other and share innovative 
ideas 

Action 1. VMR Units to circulate this Circular to members  
2. VMR Units to promote updated Marine Rescue Training enrolment process to members 

 
Introduction  
In 2019, an audit of all VMR members training portfolios was conducted. The outcome of which was an in-depth 
Training Matrix for every individual itemizing training completed through SLST facilitated training (via VMRAQ) and 
that obtained through an external training provider like Seafood and Maritime Training (SMT) or the Australian 
Maritime College (AMC). A review with take place this season, to determine an appropriate training delivery mode 
and schedule for 2021/22. We may be in touch with your Unit Training Coordinator to discuss your training needs.  
 
Through the 2018 State Government election funding commitment, VMR members have access to subsidized 
nationally recognized competencies and ‘best practice’ training through AMSA endorsed Registered Training 
Organisation Seafood and Maritime Training (SMT). Whilst these qualifications can lead to a pathway to a 
commercial Certificate II Coxswain Grade 1 (Near Coastal), this is not a requirement of SLST under the terms of 
AMSA Exemption 24. SLST will coordinate with SMT to set an annual training calendar based on Training Needs 
Analysis and identified pathways of active VMR members. This will be reviewed annually. 
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2021 Training Schedule  
Please note, all dates, except for where venues have been states, will take place at SMT in Hobart  
 

Elements of 
Shipboard Safety  

Thu 28 - Fri 29 Jan 2021 Thu 28 - Fri 29 Jan 2021 
Wed 31 Mar - Thu 01 Apr 2021 Wed 31 Mar - Thu 01 Apr 2021 
Thu 27 - Fri 28 May 2021 Thu 27 - Fri 28 May 2021 
Mon 12-Tue 13 Jul 2021 Mon 12-Tue 13 Jul 2021 
Thu 26 - Fri 27 Aug 2021 Thu 26 - Fri 27 Aug 2021 
Thu 28 - Fri 29 Oct 2021 Thu 28 - Fri 29 Oct 2021 

Short or Long Range Operators Certificate of Proficiency (SROCP/ LROCP) - TBC 
Blended online/ face to face 

SLST Facilitated by John Sullivan (OMC Invigilator, St. Helen’s VMR) 
Sun 2 May 2021 Wynyard - Express your interest here 

Long Range Operators Certificate of Proficiency (LROCP) – Full Day Face to Face 
Thu 11-Thu 11 Feb 2021 Thu 11 - Thu 11 Mar 2021 
Tue 27 - Tue 27 Apr 2021 Thu 20 - Thu 20 May 2021 
Mon 28 - Mon 28 Jun 2021 Strahan Thu 08 - Thu 08 Jul 2021 
Thu 19 - Thu 19 Aug 2021 Thu 30 - Thu 30 Sep 2021 
Thu 25 - Thu 25 Nov 2021  

Coxswain Deck (SLST Marine Rescue Crew) 
Mon 01 - Fri 05 Feb 2021 Mon 01 - Fri 05 Mar 2021 
Mon 12 - Fri 16 Apr 2021 Mon 10 - Fri 14 May 2021 
Mon 17 - Fri 21 May 2021 Smithton Mon 07 - Fri 11 Jun 2021 
Mon 14 - Fri 18 Jun 2021 Strahan Mon 12 - Fri 16 Jul 2021 
Mon 09 - Fri 13 Aug 2021 Mon 06 - Fri 10 Sep 2021 
Mon 04 - Fri 08 Oct 2021 Mon 11 - Thu 14 Oct 2021 St Helens 
Mon 01 - Fri 05 Nov 2021 Mon 06 - Fri 1O Dec 2021 

Coxswain Engineering (SLST Marine Rescue Restricted Coxswain) 
Wed 17 - Fri 19 Feb 2021 Mon 29 - Wed 31 Mar 2021 
Wed 02 - Fri 04 Jun 2021 Wed 09 - Fri 11 Jun 2021 Smithton 
Wed 07 - Fri 09 Jul 2021 Wed 14 - Fri 16 Jul 2021 Strahan 
Wed 04 - Fri 06 Aug 2021 Wed 15 - Fri 17 Sep 2021 
Wed 10 - Fri 12 Nov 2021 Wed 24 - Fri 26 Nov 2021 St Helens 

Coxswain Navigation (SLST Marine Rescue Coxswain) 
Mon 15 - Wed 17 Feb 2021 Wed 07 - Fri 09 Apr 2021 
Mon 31 May - Wed 02 Jun 2021 Mon 07 - Tue 08 Jun 2021 Smithton 
Mon 05 - Wed 07 Jul 2021 Mon 12 - Tue 13 Jul 2021 Strahan 
Mon 27 -Wed 29 Sep 2021 Mon 08 - Wed 10 Nov 2021 
Mon 22 - Tue 23 Nov 2021 St Helens  

First Aid & CPR - SLST Facilitated 
Contact us at adminlogistics@slst.asn.au to book onto a scheduled Public Training Course or to 

organise a Private Group Booking (Minimum numbers apply) 
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What ways are there to accessing Marine Rescue Training? 
There are 3 options to accessing Marine Rescue Training 

1. SLST Facilitated Training Courses – this is where SLST endorsed trainers/ invigilator delivers to our members. 
These courses are able to be contexulised to the Marine Rescue environment. These training opportunities 
will be advertised to units and members by SLST. 

2. SLST Coordinated Training Courses – this is where an external RTO such as SMT will be engaged specifically 
for our members. These courses are able to be contexulised to the Marine Rescue environment. These 
training opportunities will be advertised to units and members by SLST.  

3. SMT Public Training Courses – These can be accessed when SLST Coordinated Training Courses are not 
available or cannot be attended by an individual. SLST subsidy may be accessed for these courses and will be 
reviewed on a case-by-case basis. Members are to complete an online enrolment via SMT’s website.  

 
Where SLST coordinated courses are not available, or should an individual enrol directly with SMT on a Public 
Course, SLST will require unit endorsement (made against operation requirements or identified need) before 
processing for final Endorsement from SLST. Course fees and general expenses associated with attending training 
made without prior endorsement will not be reimbursed by SLST.   
 
What costs are covered? 
Through the process of conducting a review of training requirements, we also consider the need to be able to 
provide an equitable opportunity to access training to all units and members. Based on a training needs analysis, 
operational requirements and endorsement of an enrolment, the following costs will be covered when enrolling in 
SLST coordinated training or SMT Public Training Courses. Where applicable, an SLST Allowance Claim Form for 
eligible meals will be provided (as requested) to the individual member prior to training commencing and should be 
returned as soon as practically possible.  
 
Course Fees – Through the 2018 State Government election funding commitment, VMR members have access to 
subsidised nationally recognized competencies and ‘best practice’ training through AMSA endorsed Registered 
Training Organisation Seafood and Maritime Training (SMT). Whilst these qualifications can lead to a pathway to a 
commercial Certificate II Coxswain Grade 1 (Near Coastal), this is not a requirement of SLST under the terms of 
AMSA Exemption 24. Therefore, only fees for training required for the purpose of VMR operations will be covered. 
Where training is deemed to exceed the minimum requirements, or where additional assessment/ paperwork (e.g. 
Task Book Assessment Fee for Coxswain Grade 2) is to be completed to obtain a commercial outcome, these fees will 
be passed onto the individual.  
 
Where catering is not provided, the individual is entitled to claim meal allowances in line with ATO Reasonable 
Amounts for Travel Determination values. This will be determined by course timings and duration. Alcohol cannot be 
claimed for as part of these expenses.  
 
Accommodation will be booked by SLST with our preferred supplier booked to a minimum standard, again this will 
be determined by course timings, duration and travel distances. Parking at the accommodation will be included and 
efforts will be made to book accommodation walking distance to the course venue.  
 
For SLST coordinated courses and SMT approved Public enrolments, accommodation and other general expenses are 
to be confirmed by Leanne Johannesen (SLST Training and Community Programs Manager) and approved prior to 
course commencing. This is subject to budget and operation requirements or identified need).  
 
No fuel or travel costs will be covered by SLST. We encourage individuals to safely carpool if possible.  
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How do I enrol? 
SLST Members enrolling in external training (Public) – UPDATED PROCESS 
Members who wish to attend one of the courses externally facilitated by Seafood Training are required to go to their 
website. Go to https://smt.edu.au/training-courses/ to find out dates and venues, click on the desired course and 
then there will be a button titled ‘enrol now’ which will take you through to the enrolment page. When members 
enrol online, they will need to identify Surf Life Saving Tasmania, and NOT their VMR Unit, as their employer so that 
SMT know to forward the enrolment for endorsement and to invoice accordingly. 
 
  
Each enrolment by an SLST Member will require endorsement from the unit and SLST. Therefore, to streamline the 
process, it is asked that the individual notifies Leanne Johannesen (Training and Community Programs Manager) via 
email (ljohannesen@slst.asn.au) once they have completed an online enrolment, so that this can be endorsed 
accordingly. Seafood Training will also cross-check any enrolments they receive through their online system. Fees 
will then be directly charged to SLST. This only applies to enrolments that have been endorsed by SLST and do not 
have a commercial outcome.  
 
SLST Members enrolling in SLST organised training with SMT or delivered by SLST endorsed trainers/ invigilators 
SLST organised training may be scheduled and delivered by SMT or by our own SLST endorsed trainers/ invigilators. 
The difference of this training is that it may be contextualised to the Marine Rescue environment and delivered at a 
venue of SLST’s choice if possible, to Marine Rescue Members only. The dedicated enrolment process will be set for 
these courses and will be explained in a targeted communication for VMR members.  
  
Each enrolment by an SLST Member will still require endorsement. Whilst enrolments may be coordinated by SLST 
internally, Seafood Training may direct any enquiries they receive through their general enquiries’ email/ phone.  
 
What happens once I’ve completed the training? 
Once you have completed the training, you are required to keep your skills and knowledge up to date in the 
qualification you have obtained. To help you do this, your unit will run regular training sessions on the components 
of Navigations, Radios etc. SLST will coordinate with your unit annual On-water Readiness Inspection (ORI) which will 
encompass different facets of AMSA’s operational requirements. Every unit has subtle differences in their general 
operations and will be at varying stages of their educational pathway. The level of support you will require will be 
determined by this and may take a different focus than other units. Please contact your Unit Training Coordinator for 
more information.  
 
More information 
If you have any questions about Marine Rescue Training, please first contact your Unit Training Coordinator, or 
alternatively email Leanne (Training & Community Programs Manager) at ljohannesen@slst.asn.au.  


